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in a general way that it was impossible to form an
Assembly which should proceed freely in the same
direction as the government which it always looked
on as an enemy; and he pointed out that it was while
showing the best intentions that King Louis XVI.
had been gradually led to the scaffold."

At heart the Emperor was rather saddened than
enraged. " I need two months," he said; " if I had had
them, the enemy would not have crossed the Rhine.
This may become serious, but I can do nothing about
it alone. If I receive no help, I shall succumb. Then
they will see whether it is with me that they are
angry," When the Senators who were sent to the
various provinces as extraordinary commissioners, to
arouse the zeal and enthusiasm of the populace, came
to take leave of him, he spoke to them with touching
pathos, laying aside his pride to confess his faults at
last. " I have been too fond of war," Louis XIV.
had said on his deathbed. "I have made war too
much," said Napoleon. " I had formed vast projects;
I wished to secure for France the control of the world.
I was mistaken; these projects were not in propor-
tion to the numerical strength of the population. I
must expiate the mistake of relying too much on my
good-fortune, and I shall expiate it. I shall make
peace, such as the circumstances command, and this
peace will not be mortifying for me. I, who made
the mistake, must suffer, and not France. She has
made no blunders; she has lavished her blood for
me; she has refused me no sacrifice. Let her then